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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment was received on 5/24/06, and has been entered and made of 
record. Currently, claims 1-12 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 5/24/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

3. In response to applicant's arguments regarding the rejection of independent claim 1, 
which was cited in the Office action dated 2/24/06 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Nihei (U.S. Patent Number 6,891,634), whereby applicant argues on page 5 that Nihei fails to 
teach if the DRAM stores combining data required for generating the composite image. 
Currently, claim 1 requires "storing means for storing the composite image generated by the 
combining process means and the original images that the composite image comprises together 
with corresponding combining data required for generating the composite image". Continuing, 
as read in column 8, lines 32-41, Nihei states that "If the working DRAM 14 is empty ("YES" at 
step 101), designated template image data is read in from the input medium and stored 
temporarily in the frame memory 6 (step 102). Designated print image data is read in and this is 
stored temporarily in the frame memory 6 (step 103). The image represented by the print image 
data is combined with the image represented by the template image data to generate composite 
image data. The generated composite image data is stored in the working DRAM 15 (step 104)." 
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Thus, Nihei teaches of storing means (interpreted as the DRAM 1 5 and the frame memory 6) for 
storing the composite image generated by the combining process means (interpreted as the 
generated composite image data) and the original images that the composite image comprises 
(interpreted as the designated print image data ) together with corresponding combining data 
required for generating the composite image (whereby the combining data is interpreted as the 
template image data). 

4. Continuing, in response to applicant's arguments on pages 5 and 6, which argue that 
Nihei fails to further teach of selection means for selecting one or more of the composite image, 
original images, or combining data based on a specified output destination device. The examiner 
notes that claim 1 additionally requires "selection process means for executing a selection 
process that outputs one or more of the composite image, original images, or combining data as 
output data based on an output destination device specified as the destination for image 
transmission", with emphasis added. Thus, only one of a composite image needs to be output as 
output data based on an output destination device specified as the destination for image 
transmission. In column 5, lines 15-45, and column 8, lines 31-59, Nihei states that composite 
images can be selected to be printed out. Therefore, Nehei can be interpreted as teaching of 
having means for executing a selection process that outputs one or more of the composite image, 
original images, or combining data as output data based on an output destination device specified 
as the destination for image transmission. 

5. Therefore, the rejection of independent claim 7, as well as independent claim 5, as cited 
in the Office action dated 2/24/06, under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Nihei, is 
maintained and repeated in this Office action. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Nihei (U.S. 
Patent Number 6,891,634, cited in the Office action dated 2/24/06). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. Based upon 
the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 
CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 
inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate 
showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

Regarding claim 7, Nihei discloses an image transmitting device (see Figs. 1-5) 
comprising combining process means for generating a composite image by joining a plurality of 
original images (column 8, lines 31-59), storing means for storing the composite image 
generated by the combining process means and the original images that the composite image 
comprises together with corresponding combining data required for generating the composite 
image (column 8, lines 3 1-59), and selection process means for executing a selection process that 
outputs one or more of the composite image, original images, or combining data as output data 
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based on an output destination device specified as the destination for image transmission (see 
Figs. 6-21, column 5, lines 1 1-49, and column 8, lines 31-59). 

Regarding claim 2, Nihei discloses the image transmitting device discussed above in 
claim 1, and further teaches of an output data selection table that associates identification data for 
a plurality of destination devices with various output or non-output data of the composite image, 
original images, and combining data (see Figs. 6 and 18, column 4, lines 39-44, and column 7, 
lines 21-61), and the selection process means executes the selection process on output data based 
on settings in the output data selection table (see Figs. 6-21, column 5, lines 1 1-49, and column 
8, lines 31-59). 

Regarding claim J, Nihei discloses the image transmitting device discussed above in 
claim 1 , and further teaches that the selection process means executes a selection process on 
output data predetermined based on attributes of the output destination device (see Figs. 6-21, 
column 5, lines 1 1-49, and column 7, line 21 -column 8, line 59). 

Regarding claim 4, Nihei discloses the image transmitting device discussed above in 
claim 1 , and further teaches that the selection process means executes a selection process on 
output data based on user specifications (see Figs. 6-21, column 5, lines 1 1-49, and column 7, 
line 21 -column 8, line 59). 

Regarding claim 5, Nihei discloses an image transmitting method comprising a 
composite process step for generating a composite image by joining a plurality of original 
images (column 8, lines 31-59), a storing step for storing the composite image generated by the 
combining process means and the original images that the composite image comprises together 
with corresponding composite data required for generating the composite image (column 8, lines 
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31-59), and a selection process step for executing a selection process that outputs one or more of 
the composite image, original images, or combining data as output data based on an output 
destination device specified as the destination for image transmission (see Figs. 6-21, column 5, 
lines 1 1-49, and column 8, lines 31-59). 

Regarding claim 6, Nihei discloses the image transmitting method discussed above in 
claim 5, and further teaches that the selection process in the selection process step is executed on 
output data based on settings in an output data selection table that associates identification data 
for a plurality of destination devices with various output or non-output data of the composite 
image, original images, and combining data (see Figs. 6-21, column 4, line 39-column 5, line 44, 
and column 7, line 21 -column 8, line 59). 

Regarding claim 7, Nihei discloses the image transmitting method discussed above in 
claim 5, and further teaches that the selection process in the selection process step is executed on 
output data predetermined based on attributes of the output destination device (see Figs. 6-21, 
column 5, lines 1 1-49, and column 7, line 21 -column 8, line 59). 

Regarding claim 8, Nihei discloses the image transmitting method discussed above in 
claim 5, and further teaches that the selection process in the selection process step is executed on 
output data based on user specifications (see Figs. 6-21, column 5, lines 1 1-49, and column 7, 
line 21 -column 8, line 59). 
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8. Claims 1 and 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Haneda et 
al (U.S. Patent Number 6,819,449, cited in the Office action dated 2/24/06 as being Pertinent 
Prior Art) 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. Based upon 
the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 
CFR 1 .132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 
inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate 
showing under 3 7 CFR 1.131. 

Regarding claim 7, Haneda discloses an image transmitting device (see Fig. 5) 
comprising combining process means for generating a composite image by joining a plurality of 
original images (column 17, line 21 -column 18, line 54), storing means for storing the composite 
image generated by the combining process means and the original images that the composite 
image comprises together with corresponding combining data required for generating the 
composite image (image memory 35, column 18, line 22-column 19, line 47), and selection 
process means for executing a selection process that outputs one or more of the composite image, 
original images, or combining data as output data based on an output destination device specified 
as the destination for image transmission (column 15, line 46-column 19, line 47). 

Regarding claim 9, Haneda discloses the image transmitting device discussed above in 
claim 1, and further teaches that the selection process means selects as a destination device 
among at least two of a printer, a database, and an output display (column 1 8, line 3-column 19, 
line 47). 
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Regarding claim 10, Haneda discloses the image transmitting device discussed above in 
claim 9, and further teaches that the selection is automatic (column 15, line 46-column 19, line 
47). 

Regarding claim 11, Haneda discloses the image transmitting device discussed above in 
claim 1 , and further teaches that the original images comprise selective partial images on an 
entire image (column 15, line 46-column 19, line 47). 

Regarding claim 12, Haneda discloses the image transmitting device discussed above in 
claim 1, and further teaches that the storing means stores the composite image, the original 
images, and the combining data in a common medium (image memory 35, column 18, lines 22- 
54). 

Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (571) 272-7410. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Joseph R. Pokrzywa 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 




